Saint John Lutheran Church
We love because He first loved us
June 29, 2025

Third Sunday after Pentecost
Setting Three — Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW)

PRELUDE Amanda Boykin
ANNOUNCEMENTS

WE GATHER

EXCHANGE OF PEACE

P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.
P Let us share God’s peace with one another.

All are invited to greet one another in the name of the Lord by saying
"Peace be with You.”

INVOCATION

Please stand as you are able. All may make the sign of the cross, the
sign marked at Baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P In the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P Merciful God,



C

you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors
and follow our own way. You lead us by the Spirit of joy
and peace, but we turn away from the abundant life you
offer. You surround us with patience, kindness, and
generosity, but we grow weary in doing what is right. In
your mercy, forgive us. Do not give up on us. Heal us,
break our bonds, and show us the path of life.

Amen.

You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God'’s children through
faith. In the cross of + Christ, and through the power of the Holy
Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Clothed with Christ, you are a new
creation.

Amen.

GATHERING HYMN
ELW #767 "Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me”

1

Lord, take my hand and lead me
upon life's way;

direct, protect, and feed me
from day to day.

Without your grace and favor

I go astray;

so take my hand, O Savior,

and lead the way.

Lord, when the tempest rages,
I need not fear;

for you, the Rock of Ages,

are always near.

Close by your side abiding,

I fear no foe,

for when your hand is guiding,
in peace I go.



3 Lord, when the shadows lengthen
and night has come,
I know that you will strengthen
my steps toward home,
then nothing can impede me,
O blessed Friend!
So, take my hand and lead me
unto the end.

APOSTOLIC GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.
HYMN OF PRAISE "G/ory To God” Pg. 139-140
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King,al-might-y God and Fa - ther,
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we wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo -ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ,

on-ly Son of the Fa-ther,

Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer -cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa - ther: Te - Celve our prayer.
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For you a - lone are the Ho-1ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a - lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho-ly Spir - it,
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of God the Fa - ther A

men.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
C Sovereign God, ruler of all hearts, you call us to obey you,
and you favor us with true freedom. Keep us faithful to the
ways of your Son, that, leaving behind all that hinders us,
we may steadfastly follow your paths, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

You may be seated.



THE HOLY WORD
FIRST READING 1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21

15Then the Lord said to [Elijah,] “Go, return on your way to the
wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as
king over Aram. ' Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king
over Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-
meholah as prophet in your place.”

1950 he set out from there, and found Elisha son of Shaphat, who
was plowing. There were twelve yoke of oxen ahead of him, and he
was with the twelfth. Elijah passed by him and threw his mantle over
him. 2°He left the oxen, ran after Elijah, and said, “Let me kiss my
father and my mother, and then I will follow you.” Then Elijah said to
him, “Go back again; for what have I done to you?” 2! He returned
from following him, took the yoke of oxen, and slaughtered them;
using the equipment from the oxen, he boiled their flesh, and gave it
to the people, and they ate. Then he set out and followed Elijah, and
became his servant.

A The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



PSALM Psalm 16
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1 Protect me, O God, for I take ref- | uge in you;
I have said to the Lord, “You are my Lord, my good a- ! bove all
other.”
2All my delight is in the godly that are | in the land,
upon those who are noble a- | mong the people.
3But those who run after | other gods
shall have their troubles | multiplied.
41 will not pour out drink offerings | to such gods,
never take their names up- | on my lips.
>0 Lord, you are my portion ! and my cup;
it is you who up- | hold my lot.
®My boundaries enclose a | pleasant land;
indeed, I have a ! rich inheritance.
T will bless the Lord who ! gives me counsel;
my heart teaches me night | after night.
81 have set the Lord al- | ways before me;
because God is at my right hand, I shall | not be shaken.
oMy heart, therefore, is glad, and my spir- | it rejoices;
my body also shall ! rest in hope.
10For you will not abandon me ! to the grave,
nor let your holy one ! see the pit.
11You will show me the ! path of life;
in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand are
pleasures for- | evermore.



SECOND READING Galatians 5:1, 13-25

1 For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do
not submit again to a yoke of slavery.

13For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not
use your freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through
love become slaves to one another. *For the whole law is summed up
in a single commandment, “You shall love your neighbor as
yourself.” > If, however, you bite and devour one another, take care
that you are not consumed by one another.

16Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not gratify the desires of the
flesh. 1’ For what the flesh desires is opposed to the Spirit, and what
the Spirit desires is opposed to the flesh; for these are opposed to
each other, to prevent you from doing what you want. 18But if you are
led by the Spirit, you are not subject to the law. ° Now the works of
the flesh are obvious: fornication, impurity, licentiousness, 2°idolatry,
sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions,
factions, %! envy, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these. I am
warning you, as I warned you before: those who do such things will
not inherit the kingdom of God.

22 By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, and self-control. There
is no law against such things. 2* And those who belong to Christ Jesus
have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 2> If we live by
the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit.

A The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able to greet the Gospel.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Pg. 142
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Al-le -lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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words of ¢ - ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - 1a. Al-le -lu - ia.

GOSPEL Luke 9:51-62

P The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Luke, the
oth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

>1\When the days drew near for [Jesus] to be taken up, he set his
face to go to Jerusalem. °>And he sent messengers ahead of him. On
their way they entered a village of the Samaritans to make ready for
him; >3but they did not receive him, because his face was set toward
Jerusalem. **When his disciples James and John saw it, they said,
“Lord, do you want us to command fire to come down from heaven
and consume them?” >>But he turned and rebuked them. *® Then they
went on to another village.

>7 As they were going along the road, someone said to him, "I will
follow you wherever you go.” *® And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have
holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere
to lay his head.” *° To another he said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord,
first let me go and bury my father.” 89But Jesus said to him, “Let the
dead bury their own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the
kingdom of God.” ¢ Another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but let me
first say farewell to those at my home.” 62 Jesus said to him, “No one
who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of
God.”



P This is the Gospel of our Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ!

CHILDREN’'S SERMON
SERMON Pastor Pete

HYMN OF THE DAY
ELW #810 "O Jesus, I Have Promised”

1 O Jesus, I have promised
to serve you to the end;
remain forever near me,
my master and my friend.
I shall not fear the battle
if you are by my side,
nor wander from the pathway
if you will be my guide.

2 Oh, let me feel you near me;
the world is ever near.
I see the sights that dazzle,
the tempting sounds I hear.
My foes are ever near me,
around me and within;
but, Jesus, then draw nearer
to shield my soul from sin.

3 Oh, let me hear you speaking
in accents clear and still
above the storms of passion,
the murmurs of self-will.
Now speak to reassure me,
to hasten or control;
now speak and make me listen,
O Guardian of my soul.



4 O Jesus, you have promised
to all who follow you
that where you are in glory
your servant shall be too.
And Jesus, I have promised
to serve you to the end;
oh, give me grace to follow,
my master and my friend.

APOSTLE'S CREED Pg. 105

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose
again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and
the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

Drawn into the embrace of the holy Trinity, we lift our prayers for the
wholeness of the church, the world, and all creation.

A brief silence.



Guide your church, O God. Anoint us for service and make us
messengers of your peace. Emboldened by the witness of (your
apostles Peter and Paul and) Christians throughout history, send us to
proclaim your reign come near. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Protect this world, O God. Watch over fields and fruit trees, foxes and
birds, the pleasant land beneath us and the sun and moon above.
Keep us mindful of the rich inheritance you have given us in the
natural world. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Counsel our leaders, O God. Make them steadfast in seeking justice
and unable to be shaken as they pursue peace. Lead them by your
Spirit to listen and respond to the people they govern. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Uphold all who suffer, O God. Give refuge to those of us who know
rejection, and shelter to those of us who have nowhere to lay our
heads. Bring any who are sick into your healing presence (especially).
Give all your fullness of joy. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Set free this assembly, O God. Grow your Spirit’s fruits within us and
within our congregation’s ministries (/focal ministries may be named).
Set our faces always on you, that we might live in the freedom to
which you have called us. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.



Embrace all your saints, O God. We thank you for the faithful
departed. Let us rejoice that you do not abandon us to the grave but
lead us on the path of life. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Gather all our prayers in your mercy, O God, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior.
Amen.

WORSHIP OF GOD WITH TITHES & OFFERING

OFFERTORY CANTICLE £LW #186 "Create in Me”
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OFFERING PRAYER

A

Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the
harvest is plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of
the earth and our labor, that we may work for the good of all;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

C Amen.
HOLY COMMUNION
GREAT THANKSGIVING Pg. 144
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.



THE PROPER PREFACE

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and
merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs
of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:

SANCTUS "HOLY, HOLY, HOLY” Pg. 144
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take
and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.

Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice.



LAMB OF GOD Pg. 146
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HOLY COMMUNION OF GOD’S HOLY PEOPLE

We are celebrating Holy Communion during the service this morning.
We believe that Christ is truly present in this meal of bread and wine.
All are welcome at table. Small children who have not yet received
communion instruction are welcome at the table to receive a blessing.
Those who prefer not to receive wine may take white grape juice
supplied in the inner circle of the communion tray, gluten free wafers
are available, just let your server know you wish to receive gluten free.

MUSIC DURING DISTRIBUTION
Instrumental

TABLE DISMISSAL

P Now may the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen
you and keep you in his grace.
C Amen.



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P Mothering God, you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply
of your grace. Send us out by your Spirit to love our neighbors as
ourselves and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name.

C Amen.

SENDING
THE BENEDICTION

P The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ
fill your hearts; and the life of the Spirit + bless you and give you
peace.

C Amen.

CLOSING HYMN
ELW #805 "Lead On, O King Eternal”

1 Lead on, O King eternal!
The day of march has come;
henceforth in fields of conquest
your tents will be our home.
Through days of preparation
your grace has made us strong;
and now, O King eternal,
we lift our battle song.

2 Lead on, O King eternal,
till sin's fierce war shall cease,
and holiness shall whisper
the sweet amen of peace;
for not with swords loud clashing,
nor roll of stirring drums,
but deeds of love and mercy
the heav'nly kingdom comes.



3 Lead on, O King eternal:
we follow, not with fears,
for gladness breaks like morning
where'er your face appears.
Your cross is lifted o'er us;
we journey in its light;
the crown awaits the conquest;
lead on, O God of might!

DISMISSAL

P Go in peace. Live by the Spirit.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Amanda Boykin

Thank you to those serving today:

READER Joy Birk
ASSISTING MINISTER Jimmy McDaneil
CANTOR Richard Birk
USHERS Don Fuchs & Charles Schulze
ACOLYTE Lila Boykin
COUNTERS Pat Hines & Becky Branch
SUNDAY SUPERVISOR Rhett Weatherford

CHILDREN’S CHURCH Joy Birk
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