
Saint John Lutheran Church 
We love because He first loved us 

May 25, 2025 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Setting Three – Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) 
 

PRELUDE Tessa Dorsett 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

WE GATHER 
 

EXCHANGE OF PEACE 
 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us share God’s peace with one another. 
 

All are invited to greet one another in the name of the Lord by saying 
“Peace be with You.” 
 

INVOCATION 
 

Please stand as you are able.  All may make the sign of the cross, the 
sign marked at Baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

P Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia! 

P In the name of ☩ the One who was, who is, and who is to come. 

C Amen. 
 

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 



by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 
you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

C Amen. 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just 
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 
P Most merciful God, 
C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 

ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and 
walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for 
his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister 
of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to 
you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 

Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN 
ELW #783 “When Peace like a River” 
 
1 When peace like a river attendeth my way, 
 when sorrows like sea billows roll, 
 whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say, 
 it is well, it is well with my soul. 



Refrain 
 It is well (it is well) 
 with my soul, (with my soul,) 
 it is well, it is well with my soul. 
 
2 Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come, 
 let this blest assurance control, 
 that Christ has regarded my helpless estate, 
 and has shed his own blood for my soul. 
Refrain 
 It is well (it is well) 
 with my soul, (with my soul,) 
 it is well, it is well with my soul. 
 
3 He lives--oh, the bliss of this glorious thought; 
 my sin, not in part, but the whole, 
 is nailed to his cross and I bear it no more. 
 Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! 
Refrain 
 It is well (it is well) 
 with my soul, (with my soul,) 
 it is well, it is well with my soul. 
 
4 Lord, hasten the day when our faith shall be sight, 
 the clouds be rolled back as a scroll, 
 the trumpet shall sound and the Lord shall descend; 
 even so it is well with my soul. 
Refrain 
 It is well (it is well) 
 with my soul, (with my soul,) 
 it is well, it is well with my soul. 
 
 



APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
KYRIE Pg. 138-139 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE “This Is the Feast” Pg. 140-141 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
C Bountiful God, you gather your people into your realm, and 

you promise us food from your tree of life. Nourish us with 
your word, that empowered by your Spirit we may love one 
another and the world you have made, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 Amen. 
 
You may be seated. 
 
THE HOLY WORD 
 
FIRST READING Acts 16:9-15 
 
 9 During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of 
Macedonia pleading with him and saying, “Come over to Macedonia 
and help us.” 10 When he had seen the vision, we immediately tried to 
cross over to Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us to 
proclaim the good news to them. 
 11 We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, 
the following day to Neapolis, 12 and from there to Philippi, which is a 
leading city of the district of Macedonia and a Roman colony. We 
remained in this city for some days. 13 On the sabbath day we went 
outside the gate by the river, where we supposed there was a place of 
prayer; and we sat down and spoke to the women who had gathered 
there. 14 A certain woman named Lydia, a worshiper of God, was 
listening to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple 
cloth. The Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by 
Paul. 15 When she and her household were baptized, she urged us, 
saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come and 
stay at my home.” And she prevailed upon us. 



A The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM Psalm 67 

 
 
1 May God be merciful to | us and bless us; 
 may the light of God’s face | shine upon us. 
2 Let your way be known | upon earth, 
 your saving health a- | mong all nations. 
3 Let the peoples praise | you, O God; 
 let all the | peoples praise you. 
4 Let the nations be glad and | sing for joy, 
 for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the 

na- | tions on earth. 
5 Let the peoples | praise you, O God; 
 let all the | peoples praise you. 
6 The earth has brought | forth its increase; 
 God, our own | God, has blessed us. 
7 May God | give us blessing, 
 and may all the ends of the earth | stand in awe. 
 
SECOND READING Revelation 21:10, 22—22:5 
 
 10 And in the spirit one of the angels carried me away to a great, 
high mountain and showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down 
out of heaven from God. 
 22 I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the 
Almighty and the Lamb. 23 And the city has no need of sun or moon to 
shine on it, for the glory of God is its light, and its lamp is the 
Lamb. 24 The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth 



will bring their glory into it. 25 Its gates will never be shut by day—and 
there will be no night there. 26 People will bring into it the glory and the 
honor of the nations. 27 But nothing unclean will enter it, nor anyone 
who practices abomination or falsehood, but only those who are 
written in the Lamb’s book of life. 
 22:1 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright 
as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 through 
the middle of the street of the city. On either side of the river is the 
tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month; 
and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 3 Nothing 
accursed will be found there any more. But the throne of God and of 
the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him; 4 they will see 
his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 5 And there will be no 
more night; they need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be 
their light, and they will reign forever and ever. 
 
A The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand as you are able to greet the Gospel. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Pg. 142 
 

 

 
 

GOSPEL John 14:23-29 
 



P The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. John, the 
14th chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 23 Jesus answered Judas (not Iscariot), “Those who love me will 
keep my word, and my Father will love them, and we will come to 
them and make our home with them. 24 Whoever does not love me 
does not keep my words; and the word that you hear is not mine, but 
is from the Father who sent me. 
 25 “I have said these things to you while I am still with you. 26 But 
the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, 
will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I have said to 
you. 27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to 
you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not 
let them be afraid. 28 You heard me say to you, ‘I am going away, and 
I am coming to you.’ If you loved me, you would rejoice that I am 
going to the Father, because the Father is greater than I. 29 And now I 
have told you this before it occurs, so that when it does occur, you 
may believe.” 
 
P This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ! 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 
SERMON                                                                      Pastor Pete 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY 
ELW #807 “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 
 
1 Come, thou Fount of ev'ry blessing, 
 tune my heart to sing thy grace; 
 streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
 call for songs of loudest praise. 
 While the hope of endless glory 
 fills my heart with joy and love, 
 teach me ever to adore thee; 
 may I still thy goodness prove. 
 
2 Here I raise my Ebenezer: 
 "Hither by thy help I've come"; 
 and I hope, by thy good pleasure, 
 safely to arrive at home. 
 Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
 wand'ring from the fold of God; 
 he, to rescue me from danger, 
 interposed his precious blood. 
 
3 Oh, to grace how great a debtor 
 daily I'm constrained to be; 
 let that grace now like a fetter 
 bind my wand'ring heart to thee. 
 Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it; 
 prone to leave the God I love. 
 Here's my heart, oh, take and seal it; 
 seal it for thy courts above. 
 
 
 
 



APOSTLE’S CREED Pg. 105 
 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth. 

 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose 
again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and 
the dead. 

 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

 Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the 
church, the world, and all who are in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

Unite your people with communities of faith throughout the world. 
Further cooperation between people of different faith traditions and 
bless our non-Christian neighbors (specific partners may be named 
here), that we learn and grow in deeper relationship. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Bless the earth with fresh water, clean air, and rich soil. Nurture 
growing crops and encourage communities developing sustainable 
farming practices. Help us to live in balance and harmony with your 
good creation. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 



Reconcile nations and communities suffering from violence and 
conflict. Protect refugees, asylum-seekers, and all who flee their 
homes seeking safety and security. Make all nations safe for both 
migrants and residents. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Sustain all who are in need, especially individuals and families 
struggling with trauma or addiction. Support caregivers, especially 
nurses, doctors, counselors, and social workers. Come alongside all 
who are ill or struggling (especially). Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
This Memorial Day weekend, we remember all who have died in 
military service. Soothe loved ones who mourn, and strengthen 
support systems for veterans and their families. Bring peace among 
nations, that war and conflict around the world might cease. Hear us, 
O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
We give you thanks for all your saints raised to new life in Christ 
(especially). Gather us, with them, into the peace only you can give. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that 
you are always with us; in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 
Amen. 
 
WORSHIP OF GOD WITH TITHES & OFFERING 
 
 



OFFERTORY CANTICLE ELW #186 “Create in Me” 
 

 

 

 

 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 
A Risen One, you have gathered us around your table of grace along 

with these gifts we bring.  Come among us again, breathe your life 
into us, and enliven us with this meal, that we may live as your 
risen body in the world. 

C Amen. 
 
HOLY COMMUNION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GREAT THANKSGIVING Pg. 144 
 

 

 

 

 
 
THE PROPER PREFACE 
 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 
merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus 
Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our 
sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us 
to eternal life.  And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the 
witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their 
creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 
 
 
 



SANCTUS “HOLY, HOLY, HOLY”                                           Pg. 144 
 

 

 

 

 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 
and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. 

 
 
 
 
 



LORD’S PRAYER 
 
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. 

 Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
P Come to the table of grace. Receive the gift of new life. 
 
LAMB OF GOD Pg. 146 
 

 

 

 

 
 



HOLY COMMUNION OF GOD’S HOLY PEOPLE 
 

We are celebrating Holy Communion during the service this morning. 
We believe that Christ is truly present in this meal of bread and wine. 
All are welcome at table. Small children who have not yet received 
communion instruction are welcome at the table to receive a blessing. 
Those who prefer not to receive wine may take white grape juice 
supplied in the inner circle of the communion tray, gluten free wafers 
are available, just let your server know you wish to receive gluten free. 
 

MUSIC DURING DISTRIBUTION 
Instrumental  
 

TABLE DISMISSAL 
 

P Now may the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen 
you and keep you in his grace. 

C Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

P Living One, in this feast you have made yourself known to us.  
Send us now to tell of your wonders, sing of your glory, and 
proclaim your risen life to a wounded and weary world. 

C Amen. 
 

SENDING 
 

THE BENEDICTION 
 

P The triune God, who was, who is, and who is to come, 

Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, light your way with resurrection 

dawn, now and always. 
C Amen. 



CLOSING HYMN 
ELW #815 “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” vs. 1 & 3 
 
1 I want to walk as a child of the light. 
 I want to follow Jesus. 
 God set the stars to give light to the world. 
 The star of my life is Jesus. 
Refrain 
 In him there is no darkness at all. 
 The night and the day are both alike. 
 The Lamb is the light of the city of God. 
 Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 
 
3 I'm looking for the coming of Christ. 
 I want to be with Jesus. 
 When we have run with patience the race, 
 we shall know the joy of Jesus. 
Refrain 
 In him there is no darkness at all. 
 The night and the day are both alike. 
 The Lamb is the light of the city of God. 
 Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
P Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
P Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
C Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
POSTLUDE Tessa Dorsett 
 
 



Thank you to those serving today: 
 
READER Rhett Weatherford 
 
ASSISTING MINISTER Jimmy McDaniel 
 
CANTOR Beverly Kolonko 
 
USHERS Walt Bennett & Richard Davis 
 
ACOLYTE Riley Bennett 
 
COUNTERS Pat Hines & Becky Branch 
 
SUNDAY SUPERVISOR Carol Sebesta 
 
CHILDREN’S CHURCH Cathy McDaniel 
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