
ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH

   THE  TORCH

October 2026

Message from Pastor Pete
October: Remembering, Reforming, and Giving Thanks

 October brings with it a change in the rhythm of life. The days grow
shorter, the temperatures hopefully begin to cool. For St. John Lutheran Church 
and Alvin Lutheran Church, October is also a month filled with opportunities 
for worship, fellowship, service, and thanksgiving.
 One of those opportunities is the St. John BBQ Fundraiser, Oct 31
from 11:30 to 1pm. Events like this are about much more than serving good 
food. They bring people together to work, laugh, visit with old friends, welcome 
new ones and support the ministry of the church. As we continue growing in 
our Shared Ministry, I am especially thankful when members of Alvin and St. 
John support one another’s ministries and events. We are discovering that we 
can do more together than we can do alone.
 October also brings Halloween. Amid the costumes, candy,
pumpkins, and children running from house to house, Halloween reminds us 
that sometimes it is good simply to enjoy our neighbors and our community. It 
is an opportunity to welcome children, greet families, and perhaps practice a 
little Christian hospitality—with a generous handful of candy!

 At the end of October, we celebrate one of the great days of our
Lutheran tradition: Reformation Sunday. We remember Martin Luther and
the reformers, but Reformation Sunday is not really about celebrating
Luther. It is about celebrating the Gospel that Luther rediscovered so
powerfully: we are justified by God’s grace through faith in Jesus Christ.
 The Church is always being called back to that Gospel. The Church is
always being reformed. That is especially meaningful for Alvin and St. John
as we explore what it means to share ministry together. We honor our
histories while trusting that God is still creating something new among us.
We celebrate All Saints Sunday.



OCTOBER SERVER SCHEDULE

Prayerfully consider being a worship leader and volunteer to serve on a 
worship team. Currently, we need Readers, Cantors, Ushers, Servers, and 
those that want to serve on Altar Guild. 

Any blessing you wish to share with your church family is a gift to God, too! 

Date Oct 4 Oct 11 Oct 18 Oct 25

Lay Reader Joy Birk Rhett Weatherford Amanda Fuller Helen Patterson

Assisting Minister Matt Hughes Jimmy McDaniel JoAnn Fuchs Patrick Walters

Cantor Tessa Dorsett Preston Brown Beverly Kolonko Matt Hughes

Usher Richard Birk
Richard Kolonko

Mitch Weatherford
Preston Brown

Don Fuchs
Kevin Hughes

Walt Bennett
Richard Kolonko

Acolyte Chris Magwe Maddie Schulze Ryder Fuller Riley Bennett

Counters JoAnn Fuchs
Helen Patterson

Pat Hines
Becky Branch

Jan Janosky
JoAnn Fuchs

Shelia Walters
Richard Kolonko

Sunday Supervisor Ruth Brown Mitch Weatherford Julie Hughes Nancy Davis

Children's Church Joy Birk Cathy McDaniel Abby Boykin Shelia Walters

We remember those saints who have gone before us, parents, grandparents, 
spouses, friends, pastors, teachers, and faithful members of our 
congregations.  We remember them with gratitude, sometimes with tears, but 
always with hope. Their lives remind us that the Church is larger than one 
congregation, one generation, or one moment in history.
 Reformation reminds us that the Church is always being renewed. All 
Saints reminds us that we are part of a Church that stretches across 
generations. So, may we give thanks for the past, enjoy the fellowship of the 
present, and trust God with the future of St. John Lutheran Church, Alvin 
Lutheran Church, and our Shared Ministry together.

God’s Peace 
Pastor Pete



ALTAR FLOWER DEDICATIONS

Two arrangements are available to purchase each Sunday. You can buy one or 
both arrangements and take the flowers home after worship. Altar Guild 
volunteers will place your flowers in a vase that may be returned later. At the 
time of this publication, there are still opportunities for floral arrangement 
purchase. 

Cost for an arrangement is $15.00 or your choice of contribution. Write 
“Altar Flowers” and the date for which you are purchasing in your check 
memo section or PayPal note. 

Date Vase 1 Vase 2

Oct 4 Richard & Joy Birk, 
memory of Joy’s 
brother, Rickys birthday

Oct 11

Oct 18

Oct 25

PSALM: IMMERSION BIBLE STUDY

The NEXT Bible Study Psalms: Immersion will be October 14 at 
6:30pm. Pastor will read the textbook to prepare the lesson; the 
Students will focus on reading the assigned Psalms. For this 
class please read:
Psalm 8; 24; 66; 100; 104-105; 114-115; 117; 121; 124; 134; 138; 
145-150.

This Bible study will be Oct 14, 21, 28; Nov 4 @ 6:30pm.

You can attend in-person at Alvin Lutheran Church or on Zoom!
Zoom instructions are shared below if you are unable to attend 
in-person.

https://us.list-manage.com/3c6w1NiBw4q?e=ecac511979&c2id=34c9abbe3861e73c261a51809bbdaba5


PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY Wednesday, October 7, @ 12:30 PM

For those interested in learning to crochet or knit the 
Prayer Shawl ministry will meet on Wednesday, October 7 
at 12:30 pm. You can also bring what you have been 
working on to share with others. 

BYOB Sunday, October 18, @ 7:00 pm

BYOB (Bring Your Own Bible) will be on Sunday October 18 at 
7:00 pm. If you would like to bring a dessert to share that 
would be great. Pastor Pete will lead the group in Bible study. 

WOMENS MID-DAY BIBLE STUDY Wednesday,  October 7, @11:00 am

The Women’s Bible study is held once a month. A small number of Women of 
the ELCA business will be discussed then bible study will begin. Please bring 
your own lunch. Tea, water & coffee will be provided. 

There will be a short devotional read and discussed.  
JoAnn Fuchs has graciously agreed to lead the  
devotional. If someone has an interest in leading or 
has an inspirational devotion to share please let JoAnn know. 
Feedback and new faces are always welcomed! 

PSALM: IMMERSION BIBLE STUDY (cont.)

You may join the class by using a computer or tablet or a smart phone.
On a computer click here: Psalm Immersion Zoom Bible Study
If you do not have a Computer, call 346-248-7799.
a. Meeting ID is 875 0617 5702
b. Passcode is Luther
If you have trouble connecting, please contact Pastor Pete at 979-848-7155.

Churchyard Cleanup Day Saturday, October 17, @ 9:00 am

We will have a Churchyard Cleanup Day with the LEO 
Club, Saturday, October 17th starting at 9 a.m. Together 
we will get the Churchyard cleaned up, including 
landscaping, tending to the garden and flowers. Please 
join us if you are able!

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87506175702?pwd=Pwnw7idhKxavfxbmOUUpwbWanGR3kM.1


If you would like to make your offering to the church through 
PayPal we have good news. Through PayPal Giving Fund 
donations can be made without PayPal taking a fee out of 
what you give to the church. Just use your phone to scan the 
QR code. 

PAYPAL GIVING

WIDOW’S MITE

Just before you walk in the sanctuary is a big jug. That jug is our 
Widow’s Mite jug. We ask that members of the congregation 
find your loose change, in your car, in your purse, on your 
nightstand and donate to the Widow’s Mite. Funds collected go 
towards helping those in need.

FALL FUNDRAISER, Saturday Oct. 31 @ 11:30-1pm

Mark your calendars for our Fall 
Fundraiser! On Saturday, October 31, we 
are hosting a delicious BBQ Chicken 
Plate Fundraiser from 11:30 AM to 1:00 
PM.  Come and enjoy BBQ chicken and 
classic sides. Plates are $13 for one or 
grab two for $25! Skip cooking lunch and 
join us for good food and a great cause!

CLEAN UP Saturday, October 24, @ 9:00 am

Do you have a little time to spare? We need volunteers to 
help us tidy up and refresh our sanctuary. Our main 
tasks will include oiling the pews and communion 
railing, dusting baseboards, clearing spiderwebs, and 
cleaning interior windows.

Please join us if you are able!



FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS

For the month of October, the food pantry is in need of 
canned soups! Especially cream of mushroom and 
cream of celery. These pantry staples are incredibly 
versatile and highly sought after by the families we serve 
during the fall season. Thank you for your continued 
support! Please put donations in the shopping cart 
marked “Blessing Basket” by Classroom 5. 

TRASH TO TREASURE
If you have items (no clothing) that you no longer 
need, bring them to church for our "trash to 
treasure sale."  Do not price your items.  If 
someone sees something they would like to have, 
they will donate.  There is a donation box in the 
trash to treasure room (the last room on the right 
before entering the sanctuary).  

All donations will help our youth go to camp.



PRAYER REQUEST

Please Help us keep our prayer chain current, notify the church office with 
updates or additions.

If you notice any information in Prayers that is incorrect , missing, or needs to 
be updated. Please contact the office with the changes. Thank you for your 
help.

PRAYERS FOR OUR COUNTRY – wisdom and governance to secure the 
blessings of liberty

National Leaders

PTSD sufferers 
Seth Collard
Lt. Carl Cringle 
Kenny Hankins 
CSM Robert Hartzog

Alex Hernandez 
Jose Hernandez 
Tracy Jones 
Johnny Ruttan 
Drake Smitherman 

ETSN Jason 
Smitherman
Kyle Stahlecker
Garrett Wandel
Axel Voldan
Marshall Osborne

State Leaders Community Leaders

PRAYERS FOR OUR MILITARY PERSONNEL —protection and 
support 



PRAYER REQUEST (continued)

Italicized represents newly added or updated prayers.

MEMBERS: of St. John Lutheran Church

Condolensence to:
➢ Carol Sebesta and her family following the passing of her
       brother-in-law, Bruce Sebesta. Bruce was also the loving father
       of Laura Preuit, Josh Sebesta, and Logan Sebesta. Please keep the family in      
       your prayers during this time of grief. May God grant them comfort,    
       strength, and peace in the days ahead.
Prayers for:
➢ Jan Janosky, prayers for strength.
➢ Kay Smitherman will have a stint exchange at MD Anderson on Nov. 2nd. 

Please pray for successful surgery and healing. 
➢ Ruth Brown does not need surgery for her back. Please pray for her continued 

healing and adherence to her medical restriction of no heavy lifting until she is 
cleared by her doctor.

➢ Rickie Bennett had gall bladder surgery. Prayers for her body to heal and to 
have comfort during her recovery.

➢ Linda Preuit underwent heart procedures and a follow-up infection. She is 
currently at Oak Village Healthcare in Lake Jackson for rehabilitation to 
rebuild her strength.

➢ Diane Schaper, former St. Johns member, she is recovering from an aortic 
valve replacement. Prayers for healing.

Prayers for those in our community:
➢ First responders, fire fighters, police men and women to protect and serve 

the community with justice for all.
➢ Doctors, nurses, and EMT’s; to find the courage to continue fighting this 

virus and to help keep all in need safe.
➢ Teachers, Staff, Students and School personnel to find a balance that will 

educate the next generation.



FAMILY: of St. John Lutheran Church

Prayers for:
➢ Kathrine Huth, niece and godchild of Beverly Kolonko, is home from rehab 

and doing well. Please continue praying for her health to improve. The 
family thanks everyone for their prayers.

➢ Ronnie Kaiser, cousin of Charles Schulze, has stage 4 prostate cancer.
➢ Kathy McManus, cousin of Richard Kolonko, who was diagnosed with 

breast cancer, prayers for the next steps.
➢ Clinton McPhaul, nephew of Nancy & Richard Davis undergoing treatment 

of throat cancer.
➢ Gary Riemenschneider, godfather of Amanda Boykin, has been going 

through treatments for his cancer.
➢ Jamie Sparks, cousin of Amanda Boykin, has been put on the transplant list 

for a kidney.
➢ Tommy Vacek, cousin of Beverly Kolonko diagnosed with MS.
➢ J.R. Vasek, cousin of Beverly Kolonko, was diagnosed with lung cancer.
➢ Shona Stirenman, niece-in-law of Disa Schulze, has been diagnosed with 

stage 2 breast cancer and is also battling pneumonia in both lungs. Prayers 
for her comfort and healing.

➢ Tori Seidler, daughter-in-law of Shelia Walters, underwent foot surgery to 
repair a fracture. Prayers for complete healing

➢ Kay Walters, sister-in-law of Shelia and Patrick Walters, Kay is undergoing 
treatment for liver failure. Prayers the treatment works and the liver repairs 
and heals itself.

➢ Jose Marie and Flor, Pastor Pete’s cousin and wife, Jose is at home and 
doing well after surgery. Flor, his wife, thanks everyone for their prayers. 
Please continue praying for healing.

FRIENDS: of St. John Lutheran Church

Condolensence to:
➢ Sheriff Bo Stallman and his entire family after the tragic passing of their 

beloved son, Austin Stallman. Please pray for God’s peace, comfort, and 
strength to sustain them through their grief.

PRAYER REQUEST (continued)



PRAYER REQUEST (continued)

Prayers for Friends continued:

Prayers for:
➢ Norman Brown, friend of Beverly Kolonko, is now on hospice care, prayers 

for Norman and his family.
➢ Rebekah Cotheran, co-worker of Tessa Dorsett, is going through cancer 

treatments.
➢ Moni Gekler, friend of Beverly Kolonko, is 90% blind because of diabetes.
➢ Archie Milam, friend of Alice Harrington, is at Oak Village Healthcare, after 

bi-lateral amputation, he is awaiting a prosthesis fitting.
➢ Steve Moore, former Danbury ISD employee, is at home with his daughter 

and recovering. Continue prayers for healing.
➢ Deborah Pritz, friend of Beverly Kolonko, sprained her leg and is in a lot of 

pain. 
➢ Paul Stallberg, a friend of the Kolonko family, has been given a three-month 

prognosis following sarcoma cancer treatments at MD Anderson. Please 
pray for Paul’s comfort and peace for his family.

➢ Pete Fox, friend of Angie Bennett, is battling cancer. 
➢ Natalie Harlan, friend of Angie Bennett, needs prayers. 
➢ Larry Salyer, friend of the Hughes family, has been diagnosed with prostate 

cancer. He is currently undergoing daily radiation treatments. He is 
awaiting results from a recent MRI. Prayers for strength during this stressful 
time.

➢ Wesley Thompson, friend of the Kolonko’s, had open heart surgery, doctors 
said he will need a heart transplant. He will be added to the waiting list. 
Prayers for Wesley and his wife.

➢ Debra LaFrance, friend of Jeff Branch, had double bypass surgery. Pray for 
her family, nurses and caregiver. 

➢ Ellen Bishop, friend of Beverly Kolonko, will have a third surgery on her 
knee. A ligament in her knee tore and needs to be fixed. Doctors say it will 
be a quick fix, prayers for pain relief and comfort.

➢ Beth Kern’s co-worker of Disa Schulze, father is at MD Anderson, prayers of 
comfort and grace in the last of his days. 

➢ Preston Weatherly, former Pastor of St. John, is in the hospital for medical 
reasons. May God’s presence heal him.

➢ Travis Davis, Pastor of Holy Comforter Episcopal Church, he had triple 
bypass surgery. He is resting and all went well, keep him your prayers.



Ministry of Music
Ruth Brown, Music Director

Property Chair
Missy Jennings, Mitch & Rhett Weatherford

Fellowship Chair
Beverly Kolonko, Coordinator

Prayer Ministry
JoAnn Fuchs

djfuchs@embarqmail.com

Altar Guild
OPEN

Church Staff
Pastor Pete Lopez  

revpete1992@icloud.com
Office- Alma Miller

stjohnangletontx@gmail.com

2026 Congregation Council
President                             Nancy Davis
     979-480-4031
Vice-President                  JoAnn Fuchs
     979-482-1911
Secretary                             Ruth Brown
     979-864-0148
Treasurer                              Julie Hughes
     281-687-7676
At-Large                                Carolyn Buenger
     979-799-6062
At-Large                                Mitch Weatherford

At-Large                                Rhett Weatherford
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